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	Director of Transport and Environment



	Proposal:
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	Site Address:
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RESOLUTION OF THE DIRECTOR OF TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT:

Under the powers delegated to me by the Governance Committee on 30 January 2003, I resolve to approve the proposal subject to the conditions set out in the recommendation.

CONSIDERATION OF RELEVANT PLANNING MATTERS

1.
The Site and Surroundings
1.1
Claverham Community College is situated on the western outskirts of Battle on the A271 and within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The site falls to the south with the school buildings arranged along the road frontage on the higher ground with extensive playing fields to the rear.

1.2
The school has residential neighbours to the east and west and its buildings are within the defined built-up area of Battle in the Rother Local Plan while the playing fields are not.

2.
The Proposal
2.1
This is an application to retain a double mobile classroom building which is sited to the south of the school’s south-western block. The mobile measures approximately 16.8m. x 7.8m and is sited on sloping land with the north side, where the main access is taken from, at ground level. 

2.2
According to the applicant, numbers at the school have continued to grow with the unit therefore still needed to provide essential accommodation from which to teach the general curriculum. The County-wide Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme is currently considering secondary education provision which, ultimately, should determine the future of temporary accommodation on the site and permission is therefore sought for a further period of 5 years to allow for full consideration as well as give sufficient time to provide permanent accommodation should this be required. 

3.
Planning History

2004 – Granted – RR/2314/CC. New double mobile classroom to the south of the existing school buildings. 

4.
Consultations and Representations 
4.1
Rother District Council; no objection

4.2
Battle Town Council; no objection

4.3
Local Representations; none received

 5.
The Development Plan policies of relevance to this decision are:

5.1
South East  Plan 2009; Policy C3 (AONB)

5.2
Rother District Local Plan 2006; Policy GD1 (general development considerations), DS1 (development strategy), CF1 (community facilities)

6.
Considerations

Need

6.1
The original justification for this mobile advanced by the applicant in 2004 was to allow additional science accommodation to be provided elsewhere in the school. The language accommodation displaced as a result of this was to be housed in the proposed mobile alongside another mobile used for the same purpose. This has since been removed. However numbers at the school have risen by 41 pupils to 1170 in the past 5 years.

6.2
At the same time a strategic review of 16+ education provision in the Battle area was taking place although the ensuing planning application was refused by the District Council.  

6.3
This review has transformed and broadened into BSF and, alongside the increased numbers at the school, there remains considerable uncertainty about future accommodation. There is therefore a clear need to retain the mobile to provide flexibility in meeting changing circumstances.   
Siting and Design

6.4
The policy considerations set out in the Local Plan are largely unaltered since the original decision to grant permission in 2004 with a requirement to protect the AONB setting (Policy GD1(v)) balanced against provision of a community facility (Policy CF1). However the South East Plan has since been adopted and Policy C3 reinforces the high priority attached to conservation and enhancement of the AONB.

6.5
The design of the mobile is rudimentary, however its siting is discreet and it is not therefore particularly visible within the school let alone from outside. Its impact on the AONB is therefore negligible and is considered acceptable albeit only for a further temporary period.     

7.
Conclusion and reasons for approval

7.1
In accordance with Section 38 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 the decision on this application should be taken in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise.

7.2
The proposal is discreetly sited within the school grounds and meets an acknowledged educational need. It therefore complies with Policy C3 in the South East Plan 2009 and with Policies GD1, DS1 and CF1 in the Rother District Local Plan 2006.    

7.3
There are no other material considerations and the decision should be taken in accordance with the development plans. 

8.
Recommendation     

8.1
To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions:-

1.
The building hereby permitted shall, by August 31st 2014, be removed and the land restored to its former physical state of grassed bank or as agreed in accordance with a scheme submitted to and approved in writing by the Director of Transport and Environment.


Reason: The nature or form of development is only considered appropriate for a temporary period because of its rudimentary appearance. 

RUPERT CLUBB

Director of Transport & Environment

30 September 2009
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